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OTHER THAN THE ROAD THAT WINDS

along the west

Havenwood’s boundaries

are not well defined.

To the north, are the woods

to the east, the river

and in neither do outsiders

ever set foot.

The one fence we have

is small and made of wood

serving only to protect our orchard

from overly bold deer.

The porous nature of Havenwood is intentional—

Joseph picked this place

knowing it had been waiting

to be reborn

into a vision,

an idea,

that could flow like water.
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THE NINE OF US WERE NOT ALWAYS AS WE ARE NOW:

a group, a collective.

We were merely part of the larger scrum—

toddlers to almost full grown—

housed in the children’s lodge.

Then four years ago

a blizzard came rushing through

and toppled a massive oak tree.

The tree ripped through the lodge’s roof—

its branches extending down as if to caress our faces.

Only the youngest of the children cried out in fear.

The rest simply stared

at the suddenly visible sky—

waiting for a message from God.

The blizzard continued to rage

for days and days

and the nine of us girls

—then aged ten through fourteen—

were placed

in a shedlike structure

previously used for storage.

It was supposed to be

a temporary solution

yet soon we began to think of the structure

as our place—our cabin

and we found that we liked

being away from the boys,

the small children,

being able to do as we pleased,

be that slipping gently into silence

at the end of the day

or talking long into the night.

So we decided that we would be loyal

not just to Havenwood

but also to one another

and we shed our old names like snake skins

and tied ourselves together

by giving ourselves new names,

ones from the natural world:

Daisy

Fern

Ivy

Laurel

Oleanna

Poppy

Rose

Violet

Willow

And when the elders finally summoned us

to rejoin the others,

things had shifted

in a way that they had not seen coming

in a way that they did not approve

for together we felt

for the very first time

that we could say no.
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Violet

AT TIMES, VIOLET HAS A SIXTH SENSE

one that draws her attention

to things not noticed by others.

This morning though

she feels nothing but the simple pleasure

of being outside in the shivery air

alone with her thoughts and her bees.

She hums quietly to herself

as she tucks the gloves into her sleeves,

adjusts her beekeeper’s veil,

and picks up the smoker.

She does all this despite secretly believing

it’s no longer necessary—

she’s developed immunity

due to frequent initial stings

and, besides,

the bees are used to her now.

Still, she must be careful of the example she sets—

the children lust after honeycomb

so any hint that the bees do not warrant caution

could swiftly lead to tears.

As she walks toward the hives

she feels a smile grow on her face

and her heart rate slow.

She feels connected to the bees

has dreams where she is winged and aloft,

soaring above the compound,

seeking the sweetness of flowers.

Sometimes in these dreams

she is joined by

wide-eyed, tiny Daisy

or titian-haired Poppy—

or—

well—

there are other

more enticing, and less serene,

versions of this dream.

A bee lands on the sleeve of her suit

and starts to crawl up toward her cuff.

She pauses, and watches it,

amused by its dogged progress.

Some describe bees as automatons

attuned only to their prescribed role

and their queen’s bidding

yet this bee seems driven

not by the promise of nectar or pollen

but by simple curiosity.

After it flies off

she continues on to the hives

where she applies

a soft wave of smoke.

She is reaching to pull out a frame

when something on the ground catches her eye:

a small pile of dead bees.

They’d stung something—attacked—

their efforts leaving their stingers gone,

their lower bodies torn open.

She steels herself

for the aftermath of an overnight siege.

Yet when she pulls out a frame

all she finds are smoke-dazed bees

blissfully unaware

that any larger danger might have passed by.
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