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For my grandfather Marcelino.

They took your name and so much more. But with every story, I’m taking it back.
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Danna







Alphabet Soup


When I was little

you fed me

alphabet soup.




You placed the spoon

in my hand,

showed me how

to swirl the letters,

scoop them up.




D for Danna.

G for Grandpa.




I used my tongue

to mash

the shapes

against the roof of

my mouth

while you

sounded out

each one.




You showed me

how to move

them

like

constellations.




How to stack them.

Line them up.

Jiggling puzzle pieces.




You showed me

how to ignite

their sounds

on the tip of my tongue.




How to roll

them around

between my cheeks;

chew

on them

between my teeth.




In the bottom of that bowl

we wrote

poems.




We told

stories.




And I know

if you could just

close your eyes,

if you could just

feel

those textures

on your

tongue,

if

you could just

taste

those memories…




Salty.

Sour.

Bittersweet.




You could remember.




You could remember me.









Shadow Puppets


Mami’s making dinner,

which is never

a good sign.




But Papi’s working late tonight

and

Mami’s trying

to write poems

too.




To arrange the ingredients

just right.

Using my grandmother’s

old recipe cards

to start

a fire

in Grandpa’s belly;

to light the way

to his heart,

memories like

shadow puppets

on the walls of

his mind.




“Hand me the pomegranate,” she says

with one hand raised.




I watch her break

it open and

I remember once

Grandpa

told me that

the apple Eve plucked

from the Tree of

Knowledge

was

probably

actually

a pomegranate.




As Mami sprinkles the seeds

on top of

the walnut sauce,

I pray there is still

knowledge

in them.




I pray.




I peer

over her shoulder

and say, “He doesn’t like parsley.”




She doesn’t look at me.

“You can’t have chiles en nogada without parsley.

It needs to look like the Mexican flag.”




So he’ll remember,

I almost hear

her think.




So that if the ingredients

aren’t

stacked

just

right,

maybe

the

colors

will

be

the

thread.




Tying him back to when he was a boy.




“Are you hungry, Dad?”

Mami puts the plate in front of him.




His spine

curves.

A question

mark.




And then I take his hand.

Help him

hold

the fork

like

he helped me

hold

that spoon.




I help him

eat

Mami’s poem.




One bite

at

a

time.









Dear God


I know our

relationship

is not

supposed to be

transactional.




But.




You are

the one

who invented

an eye for an eye,

so,

maybe

I can

entice you

with

a good deal.




Grandpa believes in you.

Like, a lot.




He always used to tell me to pray to you when I was scared.

He said you were always watching over us

and that all of our blessings come from you.




I’m not so sure about that.




When I won

the class spelling bee

in sixth grade

it was because I studied

for two months straight.

Not divine intervention.




And when I finally

learned to doggy paddle

it was because I practiced

every weekend

for an entire summer

(after Mami threw me into the pool

and told me

to sink

or swim).




Okay,

maybe

it was you

who dragged me

back to the surface

that day

when I thought

I was going to drown.




In fact,

I am willing to

commit

this to memory;

to convince

myself

you saved me.




I am willing to believe,




If

you promise

to fix this mess,

to take the broken pieces

and put my grandpa

back together.




For this,

I will give you my soul

and

my cousin Victoria’s too.

(I can be very convincing,

I promise.)




I hear

you like souls.

And mine

is pretty

awesome.




Love,

Danna
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