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DRAMATIS PERSONAE


Ahkerfi of the Copper: a sorcerer of Kuali ancestry

Alletet: the lion-headed Khirazji wisdom goddess; rules over the day

Alomalia of the Paint: an Orozhandi saint whose bones are kept in the Chapel of the Skeleton Saints

Alzari yula Manco: partner of the yula Manco nest; nest-mother of Tunuk; of Alojan ancestry

Amadea Gintanas: archivist superior of the imperial collections (South Wing), of uncertain ancestry, mostly Semillan; previously Redolfo Kirazzi’s “Grave-Spurned Princess”

Anarai of the Silver: a sorcerer of mixed ancestry

Appolino Ulanitti: “the Fratricide,” a former emperor of Semilla; Clement’s second-eldest brother

Asla of the Salt: a martyred sorcerer whose affinity magic helped form the Salt Wall, an Orozhandi saint

Aungwi of the Corundum: a pre-Sealing sorcerer of Datong

Aye-Nam-Wati: the snake-tailed Datongu wisdom goddess



Bayan yula Manco: partner of the yula Manco nest; father of Tunuk; of Alojan ancestry

Beneditta Ulanitti: the Masked Empress of Semilla and Grand Duchess by Custom of Her Protectorates; wife of Ibramo Kirazzi, daughter of Clement

Bijan del Tolube: corundum specialist; married to Stavio Jeudi, of mixed ancestry, Kuali and Beminat

Biorni: a horned rabbit skull

Bishamar Twelve-Spider ul-Hanizan: reza of the ul-Hanizan clan and partial holder of the Orozhandi ducal authority; Nanqii’s grandfather; of Orozhandi ancestry

Bucella del Vodopma: a wood specialist of the Imperial Archives, sub-affinity for cedar; of primarily Beminat ancestry



Chizid del Hwana: a previous bone specialist of the Imperial Archives, of Kuali ancestry; married to Qalba ul-Shandiian

Clement Ulanitti: previous emperor of Semilla; Beneditta’s father and target of Redolfo Kirazzi’s attempted coup

Clotilda Ulanitti: former empress of Semilla; mother of Clement, Appolino, and Iespero

Conzi yula Manco: Tunuk’s younger sister

Corolia: a coffee shop owner of Kuali ancestry



Djaulia Ulanitti: daughter of Empress Beneditta and Consort-Prince Ibramo

Djudura of the Salt: a pre-Sealing sorcerer of Khirazj

Doba of the Pottery: an Orozhandi saint whose bones were not safely translated; one of the wooden skeletons of the Chapel of the Skeleton Saints

Dolitha Sixteen-Tamarisk ul-Benturan: reza of the ul-Benturan clan and partial holder of the Orozhandi ducal authority; Yinii’s great-aunt; of Orozhandi ancestry

Dushar Six-Agamid ul-Shandiian: reza of the ul-Shandiian clan and partial holder of the Orozhandi ducal authority; Oshanna’s grandfather; of Orozhandi ancestry

Duwan yula Manco: Tunuk’s younger sibling



Egillio: a dog, deceased

Eizem del Dolatemse: a seller of sorcerer-wrought charms; of Kuali ancestry

Eschellado Ulanitti: Semillan emperor who reigned during the Salt Wall’s sealing



Fastreda of the Glass (Fastreda Korotzma): a sorcerer of Borsyan ancestry; coconspirator of Redolfo Kirazzi



Golden Innocent: a Datongu household god who averts misfortune

Gunarro del Hwana: a fabricator of the Brotherhood of the Black Mother Forest; half brother to Chizid del Hwana; of Kuali and Borsyan ancestry



Hazaunu of the Wool: an Orozhandi saint whose bones were not safely translated; one of the wooden skeletons of the Chapel of the Skeleton Saints

Hezetha of the Sandstone: an Orozhandi saint whose bones are in the Chapel of the Skeleton Saints

Hulvia Manche: the Kinship of the Vigilant Mother Ayemi’s imperial liaison; of Ashtabari ancestry



Ibramo Kirazzi: the consort-prince; son of the Usurper, Redolfo Kirazzi; former lover of Amadea Gintanas

Ichenda of the Pottery: a sorcerer of Beminat ancestry

Iespero Ulanitti: former emperor of Semilla; Clotilda’s eldest son; killed with Sestrida and their four children by Appolino; of Semillan ancestry

Iosthe of the Wool (Iosthe del Sepharin): a sorcerer of Ronqu ancestry

Isecco of the Acacia: a pre-Sealing sorcerer of Semilla



Jautha Fourteen-Horse ul-Chavresh: reza of the ul-Chavresh clan and partial holder of the Orozhandi ducal authority

Jeqel of the Salt: an Orozhandi saint whose bones are in the Chapel of the Skeleton Saints

Jinjir yula Manco: partner of the yula Manco nest; nest-father of Tunuk; of Alojan ancestry

Joodashir of the Salt: a sorcerer of Minseon ancestry



Karimo del Nanova: a scrivener of Parem; murdered by the machinations of the Shrike

Katucia Ulanitti: Iespero and Sestrida’s daughter; killed by Appolino; of Semillan ancestry

Khoma Seupu-lai: advisor to the Duke Minseo; mother of Quill; of Minseon and natal Semillan ancestry

Kulum yula Manco: partner of the yula Manco nest; father of Tunuk; of Alojan ancestry



Lamberto Lajonta: former Ragaleate Primate of the Order of the Scriveners of Parem; Quill and Karimo’s superior; murdered by the Shrike

Lireana Ulanitti: daughter of Emperor Iespero and his heir presumptive; presumed murdered by Appolino but claimed to be discovered alive by Redolfo Kirazzi; “the Grave-Spurned Princess”

Lord on the Mountain: the supreme god worshipped in Min-Se, often depicted in a pillar of flames surrounded by his thirteen sage-riders



Maligar of the Wool: an Orozhandi saint whose bones were not safely translated; one of the wooden skeletons of the Chapel of the Skeleton Saints

Manith ul-Chavresh: representative of the ul-Chavresh clan; of Orozhandi ancestry

Melosino Ulanitti: Iespero and Sestrida’s infant son; killed by Appolino

Micheleo Ulanitti: son and heir of Empress Beneditta and Consort-Prince Ibramo

Mireia del Atsina: head archivist of the Imperial Archives; of mixed ancestry, predominantly Ronqu



Nanqii Four-Oryx ul-Hanizan: a procurer of questionable goods; grandson of the ul-Hanizan reza; of Orozhandi ancestry

Nimar Eight-Myrrh ul-Shandiian: cousin of Qalba One-Fox; of Orozhandi ancestry

Ninaoku: a Beminat honored-spirit; the pet of the storm god, who fetched fire for humanity

Noniva: the Ashtabari mother goddess



Obigen yula Manco: Alojan noble consul; partner of the yula Manco nest; nest-father of Tunuk; murdered by Karimo del Nanova

Oluali of the Marble (Oluali del Dizifia): a sorcerer of primarily Beminat ancestry

Ophicida: a former Empress of Semilla

Oshanna Eleven-Sand Iris ul-Shandiian: granddaughter and assistant of the reza ul-Shandiian; first cousin, once removed of Qalba One-Fox; of Orozhandi ancestry



Pademaki the Source: the Khirazji river god, as well as the name of the river that ran through that ancient kingdom

Palimpsest (Imp): a cat

Per del Huigas: a former generalist of the Imperial Archives, assigned to the bone workrooms; of mixed ancestry



Qalba One-Fox ul-Shandiian: a previous bone specialist of the Imperial Archives; of Orozhandi ancestry; married to Chizid del Hwana

Qarabas of the Limestone: an Orozhandi saint whose bones are in the Chapel of the Skeleton Saints

Qilbat of the Cedar: an Orozhandi saint whose bones are in the Chapel of the Skeleton Saints; the maker of the wooden skeletons

Quill (Sesquillio Haigu-lan Seupu-lai): third son of House Seupu-lai and Scrivener of Parem; of mixed ancestry, predominantly Minseon



Radir del Sendiri: a generalist of the Imperial Archives; of mixed ancestry

Redolfo Kirazzi: the Usurper; former holder of the Khirazji ducal authority

Richa Langyun: member of the Kinship of Vigilant Mother Ayemi, of mixed ancestry, predominantly Datongu

Rosangerda Maschano (Rosa del Milar): the identity of Redolfo Kirazzi’s assassin, the Shrike; killed by Yinii Six-Owl ul-Benturan



Salva Nine-Scorpion Gaitha-hyu: a member of the Kinship of Vigilant Mother Ayemi road cohort; of Orozhandi and Minseon ancestry

Senca yula Manco: partner of the yula Manco nest; nest-mother of Tunuk; of Alojan ancestry

Sestrida Pramodia: consort-princess to Iespero; killed by Appolino

Shaliath of the Gold: an Orozhandi saint whose bones were not safely translated; one of the wooden skeletons of the Chapel of the Skeleton Saints

Sigrittrice Ulanitti: advisor and seneschal of the Imperial Authority; “the empress’s sha-dog”; Beneditta’s great-aunt

Stavio Jeudi: a bronze specialist of the Imperial Archives; married to Bijan del Tolube; of Ashtabari ancestry

Stellano Zezurin: a criminal of Caesura; of predominantly Borsyan ancestry



Tabith of the Copper: an Orozhandi saint whose bones were not safely translated; one of the wooden skeletons of the Chapel of the Skeleton Saints

Tafad Mazajin: Borsyan noble consul and former holder of the Borsyan ducal authority

Thunzi of the Iron: a sorcerer of mixed ancestry

Toya: a friend of Qalba One-Fox ul-Shandiian

Tunuk yula Manco: a bone specialist of the Imperial Archives; nest-child of Lord Obigen; of Alojan ancestry

Turon Kirazzi: Redolfo’s younger brother; of Khirazji ancestry



Uruphi yula Manco: partner of the yula Manco nest; birth-mother of Tunuk; of Alojan ancestry



Vari yula Manco: partner of the yula Manco nest; nest-mother of Tunuk; of Alojan ancestry

Vigdza: an unsworn fabricator; of primarily Borsyan descent

Violaria Ulanitti: Iespero and Sestrida’s daughter; killed by Appolino



Yakshooka: a Datongu household trickster god in the form of a birdman with one withered wing; worshipped to bring luck

Yanawa of the Gold: an Orozhandi saint whose bones are in the Chapel of the Skeleton Saints

Yinii Six-Owl ul-Benturan: ink specialist of the Imperial Archives; of Orozhandi ancestry; Dolitha’s great-niece



Zara Kirazzi: current holder of the Khirazji ducal authority; Turon’s daughter and Ibramo’s cousin

Zobeii of the Gold: an Orozhandi saint whose bones are in the Chapel of the Skeleton Saints

Zoifia Kestustis: a bronze specialist of the Imperial Archives; of Borsyan ancestry








EMPIRE OF EXILES SUMMARY

Stavio Jeudi, Specialist Archivist, Bronze Collection, Imperial Archives

You want a story? I’m gonna tell you a story.

This starts in the summer, right at the end, when you can taste fall coming on, that chill on the breeze. It’s been about a hundred years since we sealed the Salt Wall, putting those shape-changing monsters, the changeling horde, on the other side. It’s been twenty-three years since anybody worried about Redolfo Kirazzi, the Usurper, that dashing duke with his Grave-Spurned Princess. The one who thought he could take the emperor’s throne and wound up only taking a noose—everyone knows this.

But then, last summer, what happens? These Paremi scriveners show up—you know the types, all forms and cassocks and official seals for the courts—requesting artifacts that belonged to none other than—guess who?—Redolfo Kirazzi. And if you thought that was bad, one of those Paremi, a boy called Karimo, immediately turns berserk and kills the Alojan noble consul and then himself.

This would be the whole story, the whole scandal, except Karimo’s got a friend—Quill—and he says, “There’s no way my friend”—this crazy murderer, remember, who everyone saw assassinate this very important man, before cutting his own throat—“no way my friend would do this.” Quill starts snooping. He tells the vigilants, he tells the archives, he tells the Paremi—all of them agree: this boy is a good friend, but he’s making no fucking sense at all.

Except, blessed Noniva and all the little fishes, here’s our Amadea, the heart of the Imperial Archives—Amadea remembers everything, and she knows there’s a poison called the Venom of Changelings that can put a memory in your head. She’s not going to tell anybody how she knows this, but I hear that, when she was a girl, she was close to Redolfo Kirazzi’s son, Ibramo. She maybe saw things, maybe knew to worry about Redolfo Kirazzi’s favorite poison? Maybe she’s even been dosed with it—I don’t know; it’s rude to guess. But she sees that dead boy Karimo has a mark on him, I hear, like a black star on his shoulder where the venom goes in, and she knows what’s happening: Quill’s right; that boy didn’t do it—someone made him.

And then there’s the vigilant—Richa, he’s called. He finds all the guests at that party, the one where the murder happened. And when he asks them about the murder, they all say the same things happened, in the same words exactly—like someone put those words in their heads. The empress’s people want it all closed up, but this Richa, he knows something’s not right: everybody got the venom that night.

And then there’s Yinii, the ink specialist, but it’s her business why she’s helping that boy Quill. (Although you look at how she blushes when she talks about him, you’ll know exactly what her business is. But I won’t talk about that.)

Someone’s a killer with a complicated plan, but the more they all look, the more it could be any of those people at that party: The Orozhandi merchant everyone knows deals in drugs. The angry old lord spitting bile about Alojans. The washed-up captain who betrayed the Usurper. The boy’s sullen rival. The Paremi’s mentor, who was keeping two books.

Quill finds in those books payments from someone called “the Shrike,” and here’s where it gets good: That’s the name for Redolfo’s changeling assassin, one nobody ever caught. The one who made the Venom of Changelings. They just took away all the memories of them with that poison and disappeared.

Then Quill’s mentor turns up hanged, but everyone sees that star mark on him. The assassin’s not finished, and here’s where the troubles get worse, and people don’t want to talk so much about what happened. I hear Yinii got the glass sorcerer, the one locked up in the Imperial Complex, to tell her all of Redolfo Kirazzi’s companions. I hear Richa spat on the empress’s great-aunt, her advisor Lady Sigrittrice, when she got him fired for doing his job. I hear, too, that Amadea got Ibramo Kirazzi, the empress’s consort, to come and help her—although don’t you believe anyone who says they’re making a fool of his wife. Our Amadea’s got more self-respect than that.

But what they do find out is someone’s pretending to be Redolfo Kirazzi. And the one who’s the Shrike? It’s the old nobleman’s wife, Lady Rosangerda Maschano, pretending to be a squawking hen all these days. She and the man pretending to be Redolfo—and I don’t think this is actually Redolfo Kirazzi, mind; everybody saw him hang—they manage to kidnap Quill and tell Amadea and the consort-prince to bring all the things the Paremi were supposed to collect out to the old Kirazzi family lands.

This last part, it’s hard to say what’s true and what’s gossip. I know a couple things. I don’t know it all. I know that down in those Kirazzi lands, they found a tunnel that goes under the Salt Wall, back out to the old world. I know that the Shrike died, and the way Yinii won’t talk about it, I think she had something to do with it, poor baby girl. I know there was a fire, and I hear there were changelings—I hear a dozen, I hear a hundred, but one is too many, if you ask me. And if you do ask me, I think that Redolfo Kirazzi everyone saw, well, maybe that was a changeling too.

What I know is that Rosangerda Maschano is dead. That Ibramo Kirazzi comes around the archives now asking for our Amadea, but so does that vigilant, and everyone’s got a story about one or the other. That Quill left the Paremi, and he works at the archives now—lucky Yinii—but he knows that what his mentor was doing, it’s not done, and it might mean a whole new coup.

And I hear, too, that Amadea and the empress had a chat after that, though that’s between her and the empress just now; but if anybody knows that story, you come and tell me. I’ll bet it’s a good one.
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