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SHIPS AND SUBMARINES

Laconia—six-hundred-foot British ship that carried 2,730 people, including the crew, military men, women and children, Italian POWs, and Polish guards

Gloire—588-foot French cruiser sent to rescue survivors of the sinking Laconia

U-boat 156—German U-boat that sank the Laconia

U-boat 506, U-boat 507, and Cappellini—three submarines that assisted in the rescue

LACONIA PASSENGERS AND CREW

Rudolph Sharp—captain of the Laconia

Claude Parr—young British crew member of the Laconia

Molly Davidson—nineteen-year-old civilian aboard Laconia

Josephine Frame—fourteen-year-old civilian aboard Laconia

Doris Hawkins—thirty-one-year-old civilian nurse aboard Laconia

Tony Large—nineteen-year-old sailor in the Royal Navy aboard Laconia

Jim McLoughlin—twenty-year-old sailor in the Royal Navy who operated a deck gun on the Laconia

Dr. Geoffrey Purslow—twenty-six-year-old surgeon on the Laconia

Harry Vines—gunner on the Laconia, in his twenties

Lady Grizel Wolfe-Murray—passenger aboard the Laconia

Ted Dobson—able seaman in Royal Navy, approximately twenty-five years old

Ted Riley—able seaman in the Royal Navy, in his early twenties

George, Ena, and June Stoneman—Royal Air Force sergeant and his family returning home from overseas assignment

A. J. Baldwin—lieutenant colonel in British army who was in charge of Italian prisoners

Thomas Buckingham—Laconia’s senior third officer, who was taken prisoner on U-507

GERMAN U-BOAT ADMIRAL AND COMMANDERS

Werner Hartenstein—commander of U-156

Karl Dönitz—admiral in charge of all U-boats

Harro Schacht—commander of U-507

Erich Würdemann—commander of U-506

ITALIAN SUBMARINE COMMANDER

Marco Revedin—commander of Cappellini

US ARMY AIR FORCE PERSONNEL

Captain Robert C. Richardson III—twenty-four-year-old commander of the First Composite Squadron on Ascension Island

Lieutenant James D. Harden—twenty-four-year-old pilot of the B-24 Liberator that bombed submarine U-156 while it was aiding Laconia survivors
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