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      Air Jordan

      Michael Jordan defied the law of gravity.

      At least that’s what opponents, teammates, and fans claimed. From the time he first burst upon the scene as a freshman at
         the University of North Carolina to his final game with the Washington Wizards, he soared high above the rest. Of all the
         basketball players in the world, few have come close to his level of talent.
      

      So what was it about Michael Jordan’s play that made him so special? The answer is simple: Every time he touched the basketball,
         there was a good chance he would do something with it no one had ever seen done before.
      

      Get him the ball at the top of the key and maybe he’d launch himself from the free throw line, lift the 
         ball high above his head, and make a thunderous jam through the hoop.
      

      Feed him a pass near the basket and he might leap up and seem to hang in the air as defenders tried — unsuccessfully — to
         knock the ball from his hand. Then, as he finally started to come down, he’d casually flip the ball underhand toward the basket,
         where it would kiss the glass and fall through for two more points.
      

      Perhaps he’d take the ball to the hoop himself — not for a simple lay-up, however. Instead, as defenders tried to stop him,
         he’d start on one side of the basket, jump, spin 360 degrees through the air, come out on the other side, flick the ball over
         his head, and catch nothing but net.
      

      The great plays weren’t ever the same twice. But the look after the plays became one that any basketball follower would recognize.
         Sweat glistening off his shaved head. Mouth wide open. Tongue curled around his lower lip. It all added up to classic Michael
         Jordan.
      

      But you’d better not blink because the whole thing would only take seconds from start to finish. Then Michael Jordan would
         be in motion again, a look of 
         wild surprise upon his face as the crowd roared and his opponents rolled their eyes and shook their heads. Often, he would
         flash a quick smile as if to say, “How about that?” and then glance up toward his family in the stands before sprinting back
         up court, ready to do it all once more.
      

      He didn’t get the nickname Air Jordan for nothing, after all.

      But Michael Jordan wasn’t born with the ability to play basketball better than any other human being on the planet. When he
         first started playing, he couldn’t dribble the ball without bouncing it off his foot. His shots didn’t even make it to the
         basket. And dunking a basketball? That was just a dream!
      

      So how did Michael Jordan become so good?

      He knew people aren’t born great athletes; they make themselves great athletes. Through hard work, practice, and determination,
         the best athletes learn to take advantage of their physical gifts and develop them to the fullest. Great players love competition
         and always strive to become better.
      

      That is how Michael Jordan became perhaps the greatest basketball player of all time. He was blessed with tremendous physical
         skill, true enough, but he 
         also worked extremely hard throughout his career to develop the talent he was born with. Each time he failed, he tried again
         and tried harder. Each time he succeeded, he gave himself another goal to strive toward.
      

      “I never felt the desire to rest on what I had accomplished,” he once said.

      Considering what he accomplished, and the indelible mark those accomplishments have left on the sport of basketball, those
         are powerful words. Almost as powerful as the man who said them.
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