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Every child is proof that God has not lost hope in man.

—AUDREY HEPBURN, inspired by Rabindranath Tagore







FOREWORD

by Sean Hepburn Ferrer

BEFORE AGREEING TO WORK ON the definitive examination of someone who is often referred to as ‘the woman behind the sunglasses,’ I reminded myself that there are already more than a thousand books about my mother, Audrey Hepburn. Few women apart from the queen of England were as photographed in their lifetimes as she was, and it turns out that few celebrities have ever been so written about either.

Aside from the biographies, comics, cookbooks, fictional representations, and illustrated lifestyle guides, there are fashion books featuring the numerous magazine covers she graced and the hats she wore. Many of these publications have been translated into multiple languages. There’s even one about her neck, would you believe?

My first book, An Elegant Spirit, arose out of a thirty-page memoir I wrote shortly after she passed away more than three decades ago. At the time, I penned it for the children I hoped I’d have one day. I imagined them looking up at a giant screen in a square in Tokyo or New York, a billboard in a Milan railway station, or a poster in a hair salon anywhere, seeing her smiling down at them, and wondering, What was Audrey truly like?

Never could she—or I—have imagined how ubiquitous her image would become on everything from T-shirts to artwork, coffee mugs to style features in magazines. It got to the point where, I am almost embarrassed to admit, while I was traveling with my children, we used to play a game titled “three minutes to find Granny.” It was a game few ever lost, and one I still play occasionally while out and about on my lonesome, delightedly sending my wife, Karin, a photo of each new discovery.

Despite the fact that my mother is everywhere and always watching over us, the best books about her are mostly no longer in print. Even though she would have considered any biography of her preposterous and said—with a grimace—that the world needed it “like a hole in the head!” she could never have envisaged the insatiable appetite for her around the globe. “I wanted to work, and I behaved nicely,” she said, summing up her life. “I was polite and normal. I think that communicated a certain something to people. That’s all.”

As the guardian of her image, name, and likeness in the years since her death, however, I have witnessed something truly remarkable—the crystallization of her myth as an icon and a legend, not just internationally but also from the previous generation, through mine, and on to tweens and teens. Having “Audrey Hepburn” on Google Alerts bloats my inbox daily with hundreds of notifications in English alone, so I can only imagine how many others there are.

Hundreds of photographs of her in films like Breakfast at Tiffany’s, My Fair Lady, and Roman Holiday portray her as a pretty lady with a pretty smile wearing pretty clothes. Journalists frequently speculate that someone like singer Ariana Grande or actress Lily Collins must have been cast as Audrey in the latest rumored biopic simply because they wore vintage Givenchy.

How did such enduring fame happen? What brilliant marketing made it so? I wish I could claim credit for having cleverly plotted all this, but the truth is that I had little to do with it. My mother is being carried aloft into each new generation by millions of children and young adults, a fitting tribute to the Pied Piper she became as a legendary ambassador for UNICEF.

And how much more impressed they might be if they knew that the real Audrey—the one who overcame enormous hardship to grow into a woman far deeper than the image they are drip-fed—was a true champion of starving children.

As her eldest son and best friend, I felt that the organic shift in the Audrey dynamic had placed newfound responsibility at my feet. Did something more need to be said about the woman who’d defied all trends and crossed decades unknowingly long after her death? Was it time to take a different approach, a fresh look at her life and the intimate experiences that shaped this ethereal creature, seemingly made from air, yet so completely human and vulnerable?

Ultimately, it was my friend and literary agent Alan Nevins who offered a solution. “There is yet to be the authorized biography,” he reminded me.

The final word? I pondered. And could it be in some way truly final? I am in my sixties and will soon no longer have a taste for trying to maintain an accurate course for the oftentimes derailed narrative about my mother. I refer to stories that she had an eating disorder, was Katharine Hepburn’s sister, was Marilyn Monroe’s best friend, or got married three times.

I liked the idea that this manuscript above all could be the one that sits on the top of the pile, like a history book, to ensure that there will always be an accurate account, some of it in her own words from never-before-seen letters. And what better time to reinspire the world with her than now, as we seem to be spinning back into the kind of events that sparked the fires that helped forge this extraordinary woman?

Like a good doctor who knows he should never treat a member of his own family, I asked Alan who might be the perfect filter—an objective narrator and guide. Without hesitation, he suggested the British author Wendy Holden, his client and friend. Since my mother’s life had essentially started and ended with war, I was immediately drawn to Wendy, who’d been a war correspondent before shifting to become a writer of more than forty books, many of them bestsellers about those who’d survived the Second World War.

As my mother often referred to her years as a UNICEF ambassador as her second and most important career, it made perfect sense to have someone by my side who didn’t have to guess what the fear, hunger, and stench of death are like. This book is as much Wendy’s as it is mine, if not more so.

You might think that these things—fear, hunger, death—don’t sound very “Audrey Hepburn.” But it is precisely because of her dark experiences that the sublime was created. Like Anne Frank, someone she identified strongly with and who became the Malala of her generation, my mother strove to make the world a better place. The tragedy is that every day, in every generation, as wars continue around the world and children continue to suffer, there is still an urgent need for the light of these remarkable individuals to shine in the darkness.

My mother’s legacy now sits atop a tripod pedestal that elevated her from a childhood under Nazi occupation to a career as an actor bathed in grace. Her elegance and beauty as a timeless beacon of style helped maintain the universal esteem in which she is held, and she was gilded further by her glorious humanitarian last chapter. Without any one of these elements, she would have lost her steadfast poise—and her longevity.

It is precisely the combination of these things that allows us all, no matter how old or from which continent, to feel the same way—that this shy survivor who began her teens as a typical girl from across the landing courageously stepped out into the world but always remained one of us. Here you will learn how and why.


[image: ]




OEBPS/images/9780306837814.jpg
H EAN HEPBURN FERRER
WENDY HOLDEN
y .3





OEBPS/images/Art_sborn.jpg





OEBPS/images/publisher-logo.jpg
GRAND
CENTRAL





OEBPS/images/Art_tit.jpg
INTIMATE

AUDREY

(AN AUTHORIZED BIOGRAPHY j

SEAN HEPBURN FERRER
and WENDY HOLDEN

iy
LCp

GRAND
CENTRAL

New York  Boston





