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Foreword

by Lin-Manuel Miranda

I AM THE MOST LAID-BACK MEMBER OF MY FAMILY.

I tell this to reporters, and their faces become emojis of surprise. “You? Mr. Six-Years-Writing-the-20,520-Word-Hamilton? Mr. Every-Other-Disney-Soundtrack? Mr. ‘Maaan, the Man Is Nonstop’?”

To which I reply, “Yes. I am the family slacker. You should meet my dad.”

And if they are lucky enough to meet Luis A. Miranda Jr., they return to me with a face of shock and not a little sympathy: “Oh, Lin. You weren’t kidding.”

If you’re reading this book, you’re about to understand.
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IN HIS TYPICAL OVERACHIEVING FASHION, LUIS HAS REALLY written three books. There is his life story, as improbable as that of his favorite character, Debbie Reynolds’s Unsinkable Molly Brown, in which he journeys from the small town of Vega Alta, Puerto Rico, to find love, a family, and a true home in New York City. The second book is a gripping firsthand account of the growing political power of Latinos in New York City in the latter half of the twentieth century as disparate communities from Puerto Rico, the Dominican Republic, Mexico, and Latin America found common cause in coalition with their neighbors and power in unity. From there emerges a third book, an indispensable political handbook on the “Latino voter,” that most prized and mysterious growing electorate, a favorite topic of political pundits everywhere. Luis debunks, interrogates, and separates fact from fiction with the authority of over forty-five years of political experience.

If you’re a political junkie whose diet consists of any amounts of MSNBC, CNN, FOX, PBS, NPR, the New York Times, the Washington Post, the Wall Street Journal, or any combination thereof, this third book is excellent reading.

If you’re a history buff who loves to read about how power and people and movements shape cities and vice versa—i.e., if you’ve got a Robert Caro book somewhere on your shelf—this second book is indispensable reading.

Then there is that first book, the story of Luis Miranda’s extraordinary and improbable life. The life that, thanks to a chance meeting with a prospective graduate student named Luz Elaine Towns at NYU in 1976, is responsible for my existence.

I have no objectivity when it comes to this first book.

If your father wrote about the many years before you and the many years after you, what would you learn?

I learned a lot.

That a man named Bernie Kalinkowitz quietly revolutionized student recruiting and, in offering my Puerto Rican father admission to college in New York, changed the trajectory of all our lives forever.

That decades before I began creating theater, my great-uncle Ernesto Concepción was performing to acclaim on stages all over Puerto Rico, instilling in my father a love of theater that would take root and blossom most unexpectedly a generation later.

That my grandfather was even more of a saint than I already thought he was.

That my mother makes a mean lobster dinner, but it comes with a side dish of humility.

That the Irish American exodus from Upper Manhattan is directly responsible for our childhood home.

That my father skipped first grade—through sheer force of will.

It also confirms something that I’ve always known on a cellular level: that my father’s work is the all-time great love of his life. His work, his life’s work, is making life better for Latinos in this country. He is consumed with getting as much done in this one precious life as time will allow. He wakes up thinking about how he can be more effective at getting something done and, once he’s accomplished the task at hand, how much more he can take on.

When you’re young, that can be a tough lesson to absorb, even unconsciously: though you may be the main character in your own story, you are not the center of your parent’s universe. And yet Luis also manages to be a fierce, loyal friend, a supportive father (never missed a school play, even while juggling multiple jobs), and a doting grandfather in his spare time: all part of his life’s work.

In his work making life better for others, he taught me empathy and humility for the larger human collective. In our trips to Puerto Rico, he connected my sister and me to our greater ancestry. In the pursuit of his dreams, Luis modeled for me how to fall in love with my work and chase dreams of my own.

Reading this book makes me want to work harder. Even as the most laid-back Miranda in the family.

You’re about to understand.


Siempre,

Lin-Manuel Miranda
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