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Praise for Today Will Be Different

‘Whip-smart, dazzling, darkly comic and deeply touching. I loved it!’

Marian Keyes, author of The Woman Who Stole My Life

‘A dark, pop-culture-stuffed take on Mrs Dalloway that sees Semple once again writing about a difficult woman with gleeful empathy and humour that can turn on a knife edge to heartbreak’

Red

‘I love Maria Semple. Today Will Be Different is just as funny, poign- ant, and life-affirming as Bernadette’

Nina Stibbe, author of Love, Nina and Man at the Helm

‘Coolly comic, sharply observant … This whip-smart, bleakly humorous study of how we live now is full of finely drawn characters and deserves to widen [Semple’s] fanbase’

Sunday Times

‘Semple reaffirms her gift for creating memorable, monstrous characters … Semple is skilled in holding back revelations and planting clues to later emotional payoffs. Somehow she makes her seethingly intolerant and dissatisfied heroines lovable for all their flaws’

Guardian

‘Captivating, right up to the final twist’

Grazia

‘So unique, so smart, so funny, so beautifully humane, so utterly of our times, it’s astonishing’

Gillian Flynn, author of Gone Girl

‘Neurotic, scatty and fretting about her marriage, son, career and endless #firstworldproblems, Eleanor Flood would be a nightmare friend – but as a comic creation, she’s a dream … With its sparky gags and quirky cast of characters, never has a meltdown been so entertaining’

Glamour

‘Smart, funny and original’

Good Housekeeping

‘Searingly honest and hilarious and dark and neurotic. It is dizzying. Best of all, it is delicious’

Lauren Groff, author of Fates and Furies

‘A sublimely funny and inventive novel driven by Maria Semple’s razor-sharp observations and a voice that leaps from the page’

Jess Walter, author of Beautiful Ruins

‘There are some glorious moments of social satire … This waspish selfishness is a clever mask, but Semple has a knack of teasing out the warmth behind it’

Financial Times

‘Funny and inventive … wonderfully different’

The Times

‘Semple delivers yet another quirky, unexpected jaunt of a novel … The narrative oozes stylistic originality’

Scotsman

‘I adore it. Every bit as smart – and smart-arsed – as Bernadette … wonderful’

Sam Baker, co-founder of The Pool

‘Darkly comic … this witty novel is a life-affirming read’

Closer

‘The success of this poetic, seriously funny and brainy dream of a novel – “Mrs Dalloway Takes Laughing Gas,” perhaps – has to do with Maria Semple’s range of riffs and preoccupations’

Meg Wolitzer, New York Times

‘Flood is the sort of smart, wise-cracking heroine you’d quite like to hang out with over a cocktail or two’

Metro

‘Loopy, deeply and darkly funny, and brave … Semple is a master of the social skewer, boldly impolite and impolitic’

Washington Post

‘At its heart, the novel explores what it means to be the best wife, mother and woman one can be, often when the odds are stacked against you’

Glasgow Herald

 

Praise for Where’d You Go, Bernadette

Shortlisted for the 2013 Women’s Prize for Fiction and winner of the 2013 Melissa Nathan Award

‘Fresh and funny and accomplished, but the best thing about it was that I never had any idea what was going to happen next. It was a wild ride’

Kate Atkinson

‘An invigorating, hilarious, addictive ride of a novel’

Maggie O’Farrell

‘Semple’s epistolary novel satirizes Seattle, Microsoft, helicopter parents, the elite, and the overeducated – while revealing truths about family, genius, ambition, and resilience’

Gillian Flynn

‘I have hardly stopped raving about this since I read it … Funny, poignant and pointed, think Jennifer Egan’s Goon Squad rewritten by Tina Fey and you get the picture. Without doubt, my book of the year’

Sam Baker, Red

‘The characters in Bernadette may be in real emotional pain, but Semple has the wit and perspective and imagination to make their story hilarious. I tore through this book with heedless pleasure’

Jonathan Franzen

‘Maria Semple dissects the gory complexities of familial dysfunction with a deft and tender hand. Where’d You Go, Bernadette is a triumph of social observation and black comedy by a skilful chronicler of moneyed malaise’

Patrick deWitt

‘As sharp as lemon juice’

Wendy Holden, Daily Mail

‘[A] heart-warming, life-affirming novel of the year’

The Times

‘Semple is a TV comedy writer, and the pleasures of Where’d You Go, Bernadette are the pleasures of the best American TV: plot, wit and heart … It’s rather refreshing to find a female misunderstood genius at the heart of a book … In her spiky but essentially feel-good universe, failure and self-exposure open up a rich seam of comedy, but shame can always be vanquished by love’

Guardian

‘Extremely funny, often laugh-out-loud so … With her penchant for unexpected twists and smart, jet-propelled dialogue, Semple has a way of combining a technologically savvy, ice-cool wit with a stealthy ability to show gradually a character’s warmer side’

Sunday Times

‘In what is at times a sad and painful tale about family dysfunction, black comedy waylays sentimentality. Semple’s second novel is a witty, thrilling adventure about creation, destruction, the Antarctic – and the maternal bond’

Observer

‘Bernadette Fox was a visionary architect, now she’s a recluse, and when she goes missing, daughter Bee must track her down. Don’t miss this funny debut from Saturday Night Live scriptwriter Maria Semple’

Grazia

‘A funny, flamboyant portrait of a flawed heroine’s attempts to fit in’

Marie Claire

‘A clever, witty page-turner with sparkling dialogue, some hilarious episodes and a heart that gradually melts’

You Magazine, Mail on Sunday

‘Maria Semple’s deeply touching novel … A seriously compulsive read’

Stylist


For George and Poppy
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