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Praise for Ghost Moth

‘Clever, unpredictable, beautifully written and crafted – Ghost Moth stayed with me for a long time after I’d finished reading the final, sad, wonderful page’

Roddy Doyle

‘Michèle Forbes’ startlingly assured debut has already won praise from those giants of Irish literature John Banville, Anne Enright and Roddy Doyle, and rightly so . . . Lyrical and at times almost unbearably tender (the final scenes between Katherine and George will break your heart), Forbes delicately captures the echoes of history that pierce the present’

Jane Clinton, Sunday Express

‘A bountiful river of lovely images, fresh and perfect, a triumphant story both familiar and strange. A stellar debut’

Sebastian Barry

‘I was thoroughly caught up in this beautifully written debut novel. Set in Northern Ireland in 1949, Katherine must choose between George Bedford and Tom McKinley. What happened that summer will haunt Katherine and George twenty years later, when they try to save their marriage’

Fanny Blake, Woman & Home

‘The intensely lyrical Ghost Moth . . . is in part a meditation on differing forms of love . . . The “ghost moth” of the title flutters through the novel, alighting on various pages. As Katherine explains to her daughter, “Some people believed that ghost moths were the souls of the dead waiting to be caught.” In this affecting portrait of lost love and a lost city, Forbes catches those souls beautifully’

The Spectator

‘Quiet tragedy in the ordinary lives of real human beings . . . Michèle Forbes’ first novel has been heaped with praise, and rightly so . . . as the book proceeds, it darkens, vividly evoking the divisions and bitterness that erupt with the onset of the Troubles’

Irish Independent

‘The author expertly maps the routines of family life and domesticity in ways both romantic and familiar. The scenes in which Katherine enjoys the company of her four young children during the summer holidays are delightful . . . It is to the author’s credit that this book, so carefully contextualized as it is, never feels like a glib denunciation of the Troubles’

Times Literary Supplement

‘Forbes, who has already won major awards for her short stories, knows how to write – her prose is unfailingly elegant – her images are often arresting . . . the book confirms its author as an exceptional talent’

John Boland, Belfast Telegraph

‘Eloquently written and full of lyrical descriptions, Ghost Moth shines a light on everyday lives and offers the reader some unforgettable characters’

Choice

‘A beautifully written debut. Confident and lyrical. Michèle Forbes is a name to watch’

Irish Examiner

‘Before this amazingly assured and beautifully executed first novel, Belfast-born Forbes worked as an actor, and this shows how seamlessly a performer can morph into a creator . . . Forbes is intelligent, humorous and occasionally heartbreaking; a very safe bet for the next round of literary prizes’

Saga

‘A subtle, passionate story of private grief set against public crisis’

Forbes Magazine

‘Ghost Moth is very good. It’s beautifully written . . . Forbes has a lightness of touch. Her dialogue is superb’

Thomas Quinn, Big Issue

‘An evocative sense of time and place, flawed characters and some hauntingly lyrical prose – this book delivers at every level . . . for a debut novel, it’s outstanding’

Newbooks magazine


To my father, Ernest, with love
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‘Clever, unpredictable,
beautifully written’

Roddy Doyle

‘A tender, heart-breaking story’ - _

The Times

‘Delicate and unusual ...
outstanding’

Guardian





