
[image: cover]


Praise for The Ghost of the Mary Celeste

‘The Ghost of the Mary Celeste is a wonderfully ingenious novel, compelling, convincing and exciting’

John Banville, Booker Prize-winning author of The Sea

‘Valerie Martin is a writer of immense talent and insight. Her latest novel weaves a beautiful tale of loss, love and the connections that link us. One moment we’re aboard the doomed ship, another we’re in the pages of a diary, yet another we’re looking at a tragedy. The Ghost of the Mary Celeste offers readers a riveting cast and evocative prose’

Yann Martel, bestselling author of Life of Pi

‘A masterpiece of fine detail and intense reimagining’

Guardian

‘In December 1872, the brig the Mary Celeste was discovered in the middle of the Atlantic, headed for Gibraltar, perfectly intact, and with no one aboard. The famous mystery lies at the heart of this wonderful, truly haunting novel, but it’s a mystery which this very talented American novelist approaches obliquely and from a handful of viewpoints, before and after the ship’s disappearance … It is all rather brilliantly done – fluently written, vividly imagined, moving and genuinely, chillingly spooky’

Daily Mail

‘This tale of ghost ships, mystery writers and seances is dripping with atmosphere’

The Times

‘[A] page-turner’

Independent on Sunday

‘A fiction permeated by absence’

New Statesman

‘Masterfully weaving fact and fiction, [The Ghost of the Mary Celeste] focuses on the relationship between a cynical journalist and the psychic cousin of the missing ship’s captain, as they both try to unearth what happened. Written in vivid prose, it is an evocative account of Victorian scepticism. A maritime ghost story that keeps you guessing’

The Lady

‘A sly and masterly historical novel, a page-turner written with intelligence and flair … Through her ingenious weaving of fiction and fact, she both “solves” the mystery and (as one of her characters says) deepens it … Valerie Martin never sacrifices the richness of her novel for easy answers. She’s more interested in the questions. And so, then, are we’

New York Times

‘This historical novel explores with eerie brilliance the stories that are created to make sense of things that are inexplicable … [An] intelligent, impressionistic work’

Metro

‘Gripping’

Good Housekeeping

‘A bravura book’

History Today
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