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Praise for Children of the Jacaranda Tree

‘Children of the Jacaranda Tree is a novel with a great weight of history attached to it … At the centre of the web of connections are three women prisoners … Through these women and their families a narrative emerges that is more effective than one that cleaves to an individual … those stories and memories are all entwined and should never be forgotten’

Kamila Shamsie, Guardian

‘Set in post-revolutionary Iran, Delijani’s gripping novel is a blistering indictment of tyranny, a poignant tribute to those who bear the scars of it, and a celebration of the human heart’s eternal yearning for freedom’

Khaled Hosseini, author of The Kite Runner and A Thousand Splendid Suns

‘Delijani shows skilfully and movingly how families were broken by the regime and how the survivors try to piece the shards of their lives back together’

Daily Mail

‘Delijani is exceptionally talented as a writer, and the subject matter is both compelling and timely’

Kirkus

‘This debut novel is harrowing yet beautifully written, as it carefully links three generations who have to build a future from a difficult and painful past’

The Lady

‘A poetic, deeply moving novel about love and loss set in Iran’

Good Housekeeping


To my parents


Visit www.orionbooks.co.uk/jacarandatree for Reading Group Notes, an interview with the author and more
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LIST OF CHARACTERS

The characters featured in Children of the Jacaranda Tree are all connected to a prison cell in Tehran – some by personal experience, some by their children, still others by their parents and their shared ordeal in the notorious home of persecution, the Evin Prison.

GRANDPARENTS

Maman Zinat – Leila, Parisa and Simin’s mother

Aghajaan – Leila, Parisa and Simin’s father

PARENTS

Azar – held in Evin Prison; Neda’s mother

Ismael – husband of Azar and Neda’s father; imprisoned

Behrouz – Ismael’s youngest brother; married to Simin; father to Forugh; imprisoned

Simin – Behrouz’s wife; Forugh’s mother; sister to Parisa and Leila; imprisoned

Parisa – sister to Simin and Leila; mother to Omid and Sara; imprisoned

Leila – sister to Simin and Parisa

Ahmad – Leila’s first love

Firoozeh – mother to Donya; imprisoned but also a collaborator

Marzieh – Dante’s mother; imprisoned

Amir – married to Maryam and Sheida’s father; imprisoned

Maryam – Amir’s wife; mother to Sheida

Meysam – jailer at Evin Prison; Reza’s father

CHILDREN

Neda – born in Evin Prison to Azar and Ismael

Forugh – Simin and Behrouz’s daughter

Omid – Parisa’s son; brother to Sara

Sara – Parisa’s daughter; sister to Omid

Donya – Firoozeh’s daughter

Dante – Marzieh’s son

Sheida – Amir and Maryam’s daughter

Valerio – Sheida’s Italian boyfriend

Elnaz – Omid’s wife

Reza – Neda’s boyfriend; Meysam’s son
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