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‘A gifted team of authors envisages alternative historical scenarios. As has become the custom of the genre, some of the contributors submit sober and measured assessments, while others spot a chance for playfulness’

Blair Worden, Sunday Telegraph

‘This is counter-factual history at its best – drawing fresh but informed conclusions from perfectly credible errors. Stimulating, provocative and playful, What Might Have Been is everything one looks for in a collection of essays’

Graham Stewart, Literary Review

‘All twelve essays are good fun, and they will make the reader think – and that is, after all, what all good history, “factual” or “counterfactual”, should be about’ T.G. Otte, TLS

‘A hymn to the accidental and the erratic’

Philip Ziegler, Daily Telegraph

‘Andrew Roberts has recruited a dozen historians to pose, and answer, some of these What Ifs, and some of their answers are as good as the questions’ Nicholas Harman, Spectator

‘I enjoyed some of the chapters so much that I shouted praise for its merits at my television set when a young historian – arguing on Newsnight with my old friend Christopher Andrew – denounced the idea of “alternative history”. It is important to remember . . . that nothing described in What Might Have Been happened’ Roy Hattersley, Observer

‘This intriguing and entertaining anthology’

Andrew Holgate, Sunday Times

‘Counterfactual history, when deployed as expertly as it is here, reminds us that what seems inevitable is actually often a matter of chance. This might sound unsettling, until you realise it is actually liberating’ Kathryn Hughes, Mail on Sunday



 

Andrew Roberts took a first in Modern History at Cambridge. He has been a professional historian since the publication of his life of Lord Halifax, The Holy Fox, in 1991, followed by Eminent Churchillians in 1994. He contributes regularly to the Sunday Telegraph, lives in Knightsbridge, London, and has two children. His Salisbury won the Wolfson History Prize in 2000. His books include Napoleon and Wellington in 2001, Hitler and Churchill (based on BBC 2 series) in 2003 and What Might Have Been (editor) in 2004. His History of the English Speaking Peoples Since 1900 was published in 2006 and won the Walter Bagehot Prize.
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Notes on Contributors

Dr John Adamson is a Fellow of Peterhouse, University of Cambridge. He was educated at Trinity College, University of Melbourne, and at Christ’s College, Cambridge, and studied Classics and History. His doctoral dissertation won the University of Cambridge’s Seeley and Thirlwall Medals for History, and his research on the English Civil War has been awarded the Royal Historical Society’s Alexander Prize. A former Visiting Fellow at Yale University and the University of California, Los Angeles, his publications include the edited volume The Princely Courts of Europe, 1500–1750, which was named a Book of the Year by The Sunday Times. His new study of the aristocracy in the English Civil War, The Noble Revolt, will be published in 2004.

Conrad Black is a graduate of Carleton, Laval and McGill Universities in Canada and the author of a life of Quebec’s longest-serving premier, Maurice Duplessis, republished as Render Unto Caesar, and of the autobiographical A Life in Progress. His comprehensive Franklin Delano Roosevelt: Champion of Freedom was published in 2003. Black is the chairman of the Telegraph Group, which publishes The Daily and Sunday Telegraph and the Spectator, and is chairman of Hollinger International Inc., which also owns many other newspapers, including the Chicago Sun-Times and the Jerusalem Post. In a varied business career, Black has been an executive or director of many companies in many fields. He moved from Canada to Britain in 1989, and in 2001 became a life peer, as Lord Black of Crossharbour. He is also a member of the Privy Council of Canada and a Knight of the Holy See. Conrad Black is married to the author and journalist Barbara Amiel, Black, and has three children by his former marriage. He lives in London, New York and Toronto.

Robert Cowley is the founding editor of the award-winning MHQ: The Quarterly Journal of Military History; he was its editor-in-chief for a decade. He has been a magazine and book editor for more than forty years and has edited a number of books that have appeared on both sides of the Atlantic: Experience of War, The Osprey Companion to Military History, What If?, More What If?, What Ifs? of American History, No End Save Victory, With My Face to the Enemy, and most recently The Great War. An authority on World War I, Cowley is writing a book on the Western Front; he has travelled its entire length from the North Sea to the Swiss border and has led tours to it. He is a graduate of Harvard, the father of four daughters, and now works out of what was a painter’s studio in Connecticut, the former colony where Benedict Arnold grew up.

Amanda Foreman received her doctorate from Oxford University. She has taught at Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford; and at New York University. She is the author of Georgiana, Duchess of Devonshire, which won the Whitbread Prize for Best Biography in 1999. Amanda Foreman’s radio and television documentaries include Queen Victoria and the History of Sound, The History of the British Temperance Movement and Wellington’s Women. Her latest book is called Our American Cousins: The British Volunteers in the American Civil War. She has two children, and divides her time between London and New York.

Antonia Fraser’s The Gunpowder Plot: Terror and Faith in 1605 was published under the title Faith and Treason: The Story of the Gunpowder Plot in the US. It received the Crimewriters’ Association Non-Fiction Gold Dagger for 1996. Her most recent biography is the internationally best-selling Marie Antoinette: The Journey; she has also written Mary Queen of Scots, Cromwell, Our Chief of Men and Charles II, as well as a short study, King James VI and I, in the Weidenfeld & Nicolson Kings and Queens of England series, which she edits. She has written three studies of women in history, The Weaker Vessel, Boadicea’s Chariot: The Warrior Queens and The Six Wives of Henry VIII. Among other awards Antonia Fraser has received the James Tait Black Prize for Biography (1969), the Wolfson Award for History (1984), the Norton Medlicott Medal 2000 of the Historical Association and the Franco-British Literary Prize (2002).

David Frum’s first book, Dead Right, was hailed by Frank Rich in the New York Times as ‘the smartest book ever written from the inside about the American conservative movement’. His history of the 1970s, How We Got Here, was praised. A former speechwriter and special assistant to President George W. Bush, Frum is the author of The Right Man: The Surprise Presidency of George W. Bush (2003). Now a resident fellow at the American Enterprise Institute in Washington, DC, his most recent book is An End to Evil: How to Win the War on Terror (2004), co-authored with Richard Perle.

Simon Heffer’s books include Like the Roman: The Life of Enoch Powell, Moral Desperado: a Life of Thomas Carlyle and Power and Place: The Political Consequences of King Edward VII. He has been deputy editor and political correspondent of the Spectator and deputy editor of The Daily Telegraph. He is now a columnist and political commentator for the Daily Mail, and a regular contributor to the Spectator, the Literary Review and Country Life. Born in 1960, he read English at Cambridge University and is married with two children.

Simon Sebag Montefiore, who was born in 1965, was educated at Harrow School and then read History at Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge. He spent much of the 1990s travelling through the ex-Soviet empire, particularly in the Caucasus, Ukraine and Central Asia, and wrote widely on Russia especially for The Sunday Times, New York Times, New Republic and Spectator. Prince of Princes: The Life of Potemkin was shortlisted for the Samuel Johnson, Duff Cooper and Marsh biography prizes. His latest work, Stalin: the Court of the Red Tsar, was published in 2003. The author of two novels and presenter of television documentaries, he lives in London with his wife, the novelist Santa Montefiore, and his daughter Lily and son Sasha.

Andrew Roberts, who was born in 1963, took a First in Modern History at Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge. His biography of Neville Chamberlain’s and Winston Churchill’s Foreign Secretary, the Earl of Halifax, entitled The Holy Fox, was followed by the controversial Eminent Churchillians. Salisbury: Victorian Titan, the authorised biography of the Victorian prime minister the 3rd Marquess of Salisbury, won the Wolfson History Prize and the James Stern Silver Pen Award for Non-Fiction. He is the author of Napoleon and Wellington, and Hitler and Churchill: Secrets of Leadership, which was published in 2003. In 2001 he became a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature. He has two children, lives in Knightsbridge and goes out with the biographer Leonie Frieda. His website can be found at www.andrew-roberts.net.

Anne Somerset was born in 1955 and read history at King’s College London. Her first book, The Life and Times of William IV, was published in the Weidenfeld & Nicolson Kings and Queens of England series. Her second book, Ladies-in-Waiting: From the Tudors to the Present Day, was followed by an acclaimed biography of Elizabeth I. Her next book was a study of the poisoning of Sir Thomas Overbury in the reign of James I, entitled Unnatural Murder. Her most recent work, The Affair of the Poisons, came out in 2003. Like its predecessor it is the story of a criminal investigation and court scandal, this time set in the France of Louis XIV. Anne Somerset is married to the artist Matthew Carr and lives in London with her husband and daughter.

Norman Stone was born in Glasgow in 1941, educated at Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge and worked in Vienna and Budapest between 1963 and 1965, where he studied pre-Great-War Austria–Hungary. He taught Russian and Central European history at Cambridge, latterly as a Fellow of Trinity College, until 1984 when appointed Professor of Modern History at Oxford, in succession to Richard Cobb. In 1997 he became Professor of International Relations at Bilkent University, Ankara, and Director of the Russian–Turkish Centre. Between 1986 and 1997 he had considerable media exposure, particularly in The Sunday Times, but latterly also in the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, Wall Street Journal and Cornucopia (particularly on Turkey). His The Eastern Front 1914–17 won the Wolfson Prize. Other publications include Hitler, Europe Transformed 1878–1919 (Fontana History of Europe) and The Other Russia. He is currently working on The Triumph of the Atlantic 1945–90.

Adam Zamoyski was born in New York, but educated in Britain, at Downside and The Queen’s College, Oxford. He now lives in London. A freelance historian, he has written for all the major British newspapers and periodicals as well as publishing a number of books. He is the author of two works of military history; of the best-selling history of Poland The Polish Way; of three biographies, which have been widely acclaimed by academics and general readers; and of the wide-ranging study of Romantic nationalism, Holy Madness: Romantics, Patriots and Revolutionaries, 1776–1871. His most recent book is 1812: Napoleon’s Fatal March on Moscow.
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