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Praise for Pelagia and the White Bulldog

‘Akunin’s novel is full of unexpected twists and turns, glorious historical details and, best of all, lots of quirky elements that make it a joy to read’

Waterstone’s Books Quarterly

‘Akunin is a wonderful writer; fluent, inventive, fun-loving and confident’

Daily Telegraph

‘A tribute to Akunin’s wit, unusual mind and mastery of story-telling . . . the plot is lively and full of twists, the characters are strong, the denouement is exciting. And the not very nunnish nun is immensely appealing’

The Times

‘Akunin has acquired a huge following for his detective mysteries . . . Pelagia’s family likeness to Father Brown and Miss Marple is marked, and reading about her supplies a similarly decorous pleasure’

Literary Review

‘A quaint yet entertaining murder mystery’

Scotland on Sunday

‘Boris Akunin gets better and better. Pelagia and the White Bulldog is immensely compelling, rich and amusing – more than a little seductive, slightly mad and wildly entertaining’

Alan Furst



About the Aothor

Boris Akunin is the pseudonym of Grigory Chkhartishvili. He has been compared to Gogol, Tolstoy and Arthur Conan Doyle, and his Erast Fandorin books have sold over eighteen million copies in Russia alone. He lives in Moscow.
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Dramatis Personae

His Grace Mitrofanii, Bishop of the province of Zavolzhie

Anton Antonovich von Haggenau, Governor of the province of Zavolzhie

Ludmila Platonovna von Haggenau (née Cheremisova), the Governor’s wife

Vladimir Lvovich Bubentsov, representative of the Chief Procurator of the Holy Synod

Konstantin Petrovich Pobedin, Chief Procurator of the Holy Synod

Marya Afanasievna Tatishcheva, a general’s widow, Mitrofanii’s great-aunt

Sister Pelagia, a nun

Matvei Bentsionovich Berdichevsky, Assistant Public Prosecutor

Olympiada Savelievna Shestago, the postmaster’s wife

Felix Stanislavovich Lagrange, the Chief of Police

Tikhon Ieremeevich Spasyonny, Bubentsov’s secretary

Murad Djuraev, Bubentsov’s driver

Gerasim, a gardener

Kirill Nifontovich Krasnov, a local landowner

Tanya, a maid

Pyotr Georgievich Telianov, Tatishcheva’s grandson

Naina Georgievna Telianova, Tatishcheva’s granddaughter

Donat Abramovich Sytnikov, a wealthy businessman

Miss Janet Wrigley, a former governess

Arkadii Sergeevich Poggio, a photographic artist

Stepan Trofimovich Shiryaev, manager of Tatishcheva’s estate

Gurii Samsonovich Lomeiko, a famous lawyer
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