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PRAISE FOR HEADSCARVES AND HYMENS

‘A call to arms against misogyny in the Arab world. Her use of statistics and anecdotes is breathtaking and sometimes hard to read (for the best reasons) . . . This is a fascinating, can’t look away, whistle-stop tour of the Middle East through the eyes of an angry but lucid observer. Eltahawy is brave as well as perceptive: her reports cause outrage and controversy . . . [she is] defiant and hopeful’

Viv Groskop, Daily Telegraph

‘[A] shocking, heartfelt and well-researched book that makes it clear that the Arab spring’s fight against oppression is worthless without a simultaneous fight for women’s rights’

New Statesman

‘Enormously inspiring’

Laura Bates, Independent

‘Eltahawy writes movingly about the inner turmoil that led her to adopt, then discard, the hijab . . . An impassioned, deeply felt and affecting memoir that confronts a very real problem’

Tahmima Anam, The Times

‘Headscarves and Hymens finds new heroines, determinedly standing up for their rights in all sorts of different circumstances. In Ethiopia, a woman called Genet Girma wore a sign at her wedding that read: “I am not circumcised, learn from me.” In the UAE, a lawyer called Aisha Al Tenaiji has spoken out about legal guardians stopping women getting married. In Saudi Arabia, women’s-rights activist Wajeha al-Huwaider has protested against the ban on women’s sports . . . This is all inspiring. But what is striking is how few they are, and, in this account, how overwhelming are the forces of oppression on the other side’

Camilla Cavendish, Sunday Times

‘Deprivation, inequality, state brutality, resentment, sexual frustration, religious indoctrination, shame culture and struggle for power . . . In Headscarves and Hymens, the Egyptian-American journalist and activist Mona Eltahawy holds a match to this combustible mix’

Rachel Aspden, Guardian


‘Brave and impassioned . . . This is a shocking book, and one that will make anyone who has seen veiling as a cultural issue think very hard about what is really going on’

Daisy Goodwin, Mail on Sunday

‘Eltahawy’s voice is a courageous one . . . [She] isolates, dismantles and exposes purity-piety culture, identifying its hypocrisies, its shame-pumping engine and its inexhaustible supply of self-shaming fuel within women indoctrinated by it’

Anakana Schofield, Irish Times

‘A passionate and brilliantly argued polemic . . . deeply affecting . . .’

Jane O’Grady, Tablet

‘A remarkable book . . . Eltahawy is brave, determined and at times deliberately provocative. It is rare to find a female activist in the Muslim world who can write and talk about sexuality, including her own sexual experiences, so unflinchingly. She is particularly critical of the ways in which women have been reduced to the symbolic headscarves and hymens of her title. This she rightly calls the erasure of women . . . Headscarves and Hymens is timely, important and much needed. It should be translated into many languages, especially those spoken in the Middle East’

Elif Shafak, Literary Review

‘A book for the global feminist movement’

Vicky Allan, Sunday Herald

‘It is the oscillation between the personal and the political that makes Headscarves and Hymens a tour de force . . . Sometimes we need books that will make us angry enough to want to change things. This courageous book will certainly disturb you, and may make you very angry indeed. But you still must read it’

Caroline Sanderson, Mslexia
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DEDICATION

To the girls of the Middle East and North Africa:
Be immodest, rebel, disobey, and know you deserve to be free







Write with your eyes like painters, with your ears like musicians, with your feet like dancers. You are the truthsayer with quill and torch. Write with your tongues of fire. Don’t let the pen banish you from yourself. Don’t let the ink coagulate in your pens. Don’t let the censor snuff out the spark, nor the gags muffle your voice. Put your shit on the paper.

We are not reconciled to the oppressors who whet their howl on our grief. We are not reconciled.

— GLORIA ANZALDÚA, “Speaking in Tongues: A Letter to Third World Women Writers”
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